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Honorable Louis . Bertani - 2

1. Can the Coroner arrange for
cremation of indigent dece-
dents with the permission of
legally responsible relatives?

2. If no legally respconsikble
relatives arce available or
if none can be found, can the
Coroner ‘arrange for cremation
of indigent decedents?”

Paragrapb €-6. of the Public 2zid Co de (Tilinois
Rcv;sed %tatutes 196@ Cbaptar 2&) concerns itself with
the burial of those persons who require assistance from
a township in Illinois but are npot eligible for any of
the categorical assistance programs and ﬁith_the funeral
and burial of such persons. It provides as follows:

"If the estate of a deceased recipi-
ent is insufficient to pay for funeral
and burial expenses and if no other re-
sources, including assistence from legally
regsponsible relatives, are available for
such purposes, there shall be paid, in
accordance with the standards, rules and
regulations of the Illinois Department,
such amcunts as may be necessary to meet
costs of the funeral, burial space, and
cenetery charges or to reimburse any per-
zon not flndnclally responsible for the
deceased who has voluntarlly made expendi-
tures for such costs.”

Paragraph 7-5 of the Code concerns itself with
the funeral and burial of persons whe reguire assistance
for medical purpcses only, and again do not qualify for
the categorical assistance programs, and are thus the

respongikility of the township. That paragraph reads:
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person nct financially reﬂﬂcnwlhic for the
deceased who hag volunﬁgrlly made expendi-
tures for such costg,®

You will note that the sections do not set cut
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a limitation upon the amount mb‘ci may be spent for “the
funeral, burial space, and cemehery charces”, hut leaves
this within the ruvle-making dizcretion and standards of
the Illincois Deyartm&nt; You will algo nots thet there
is reference only to burizl space and cemeterv charges,

ané no refererce whatgoever, or implication akbout, any

other digspesition of the bodv of such a decedent.
Paragraph 12+4 .11 of the Public 2id Code provides
in part as follcws:
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"In fixing stendards to govern pay-
nents or reimbursements for anvrdT and
burial expenses, the Department shall take
inte account the services sc itial to a
Cignified, low-ces:t funara] end burial,
but no payment shall be authorized from
public aid funds for the funeral ir excess
of &?06; exclusive of such reasonable amounts
&z may be necessary for kurial space and
cermetery charges, and any ppli*“)lo taxes
or other reguired governmental fees or
charges . ”
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fnothexr previcicon for buriel of indiconts

found in the Coroncrs® Act, Illincis Tevized Statuies 1969,

™o,

Chapter 31, Faragragph ZZ:

"After the irguisition the coro-
ner npay deliver the Lody of the deceased
to bhis II’QPL?, i thero he any, but
if not. he cavse hin to kﬂ Qe

© cently huried, the expenses to be Pa?m
from the wIOﬂery cf the deccased, if
there is sufficiert, if not, Ly the
county.,

This, too, contemplates huriel, and net cremation.
In view of the statutes guoted, without their
gspecific menticn ¢f cremation, which is, as is well lrnown,

viewed with distaste by some persons, and with reservation

o

by some religious groups, it is ny opinion that corxe uatlc
of indigents cannct be undertaken by the coroner and paid
for by township funds, with or witheout the concurrence
of legally responsikle relatives of decedents.

The answer to your questions one and two are
therefore both in the nzgative

Very truly vours.
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